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Jumpstarting the Vote: 2015 at a Glance

A message from our Executive Director

With your support, we are continuing to implement an ambitious strategic plan that includes more staff,
more advocacy at county election boards, and more voter protection. In 2015, we added nearly 6,000
new supporters, helped force the legislature to modify the ID law, provided 300,000 voter guides and
pamphlets for city elections, exposed cases of political corruption, and won strong early voting plans
for the 2016 primary in dozens of counties. In 2016, we'll work hard to defend voting rights, educate and
mobilize infrequent voters, and fight for a democracy “of, by, and for the people.”

- Bob Hall

Spotlight:

2015 marked the 16th anniversary of our summer
internship program. Democracy Summer is a life-
changing, hands-on internship experience for
college students from across the state. They work in

88%

organizing teams based in Durham, Fayetteville, Rocky of 2015 graduates
Mount, Asheville, or Winston-Salem to empower local 69% 66 workin
volunteers and advocate for policies that improve of all of all advocacy

democracy. In 2015, interns were instrumental in the graduates | oo quates
statewide voter ID hearings through speaking, recruiting are Women fare people
volunteers, phone banking, and participating in Moral of color

Mondays. With your support, we're successfully training
tomorrow’s social justice organizers and leaders.



“Getting big money out of the driver’s seat and getting voters
more involved in elections is key to change on all other issues.
Every North Carolinian needs Democracy NC. If Democracy

NC wins, we all win.”

- Steve Dear, Chapel Hill, NC

People across North Carolina turned to Democracy North Carolina throughout 2015 to prepare them
for an important municipal election. We provided guidance and meaningful ways for individuals to
help their neighbors register to vote, become educated about the candidates for office and the new
Monster Voting Law, advocate for strong early voting plans, and obtain photo IDs in preparation for
the 2016 elections. As a result, thousands were ACTIVE in our democracy!

27,800

Number of voter registrations
collected less per year at public aid
agencies after Gov. Pat McCrory
took office. Democracy NC sued the
State of NC for not providing proper
voter registration services at public
assistance agencies, as required by
the National Voter Registration Act.

162

Number of names we collected of
“silenced voters” who couldn’t use a
regular ballot in 2014 even though
research confirmed they tried to
register to vote at a DMV office. We
gave these names to our lawyers
when we sued the State for violating
the “Motor Voter Law.”

24

Number of state legislators we gave
Sunshine Awards for filing campaign
finance reports that went beyond
the minimum requirements to fully
disclose their donors and expenses.

Our Impact on the Ground

7,357

Number of Democracy Advocates
(YOU!) who took multiple actions
to fight the anti-voter Monster
Law, promote turnout in city
elections, or distribute voter ed
materials.

237000

Number of “New American Ma-
jority” voters (people of color,
youth, and/or single women)
who skipped previous city elections
who our volunteers called to go vote
in 2015.

100+

Number of workshops and speak-
ing events conducted by our staff in
2015. We'll have 10 organizers
and trainers plus several part-
time field staff for 2016’s ambi-
tious programs.

125,000

Number of voter guides produced
and distributed for city elections in
Charlotte, Raleigh, Greensboro, and
Fayetteville — half were mailed to
targeted infrequent voters.

Number of county boards of elections
that adopted stronger Early Vot-
ing plans for the 2016 primary

32

because of our advocacy in late
2015; e.g, Sunday hours, campus

sites, evening hours.



Thanks for Your Generous Support in 2015!
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Money & Politics News

giant coal ash spill.

resort.

Coal Cash: A Democracy NC report re-
vealed that Duke Energy gave $3 million
to the Republican Governors Association
during the time Gov. Pat McCrory was
deciding how to respond to the company’s

Bad Bet: Our complaint about possible
corrupt donations from video gambling
magnate Chase Burns led to the resigna-
tion of a State Board of Elections member
with secret ties to Burns, plus the launch
of a criminal investigation by the Wake
County district attorney.

Road Hog: Drawing on our research, the
News & Observer disclosed that the Shel-
ton family gave $40,000 to Gov. McCro-
ry’s 2012 campaign (part of $1 million
given to NC politicians over 25 years); at
the family’s request, McCrory had state
troopers arrest truck drivers napping on

the exit ramp near the Shelton’s winery and
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the law.

Lost Voices: During 2015, we recorded
the stories of dozens of voters harmed
by the Monster Law (HB589) and
released “Alarm Bells from Silenced
Voters,” a detailed report about the
30,000 votes lost in 2014 due to
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Individuals: 280/\

Income: $1,558,729

Honorarium,
interest, etc.: 2%

Income & Expenses for 2015

Administration: 8"/“

Research: 18%—

Foundations: 70%

Expenses: $1,535,068

Fundraising: 5%

Organizing, Leadership
Training: 39%

Democracy Summer, Millennial Project: 30%
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All the folks who still hit the streets for
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Democracy NC Staff by Becky Carver, Beth
& Jamey Messersmith

Meredith Emmett by Galia Goodman

Jenn Frye by Judy & Michael Frye, Sandra
Slates

Amy Goodman by Elizabeth Axtell

Noah Grolnick by Janice & Warren Agatston

Gifts Made in Honor by

Wib Gulley by Libby & Dub Gulley

Isela Gutierrez by Samuel Crouch, Marie
Weil

Bob Hall by Cynthia Ball, Dorothy
Butler, Richard Hall, Dana Jennings, Ann
McCracken, Diana Phillips, Barbara Zelter

Paul & Barbara Hardin by Sally Hartman

J. Donald Hobart Jr. by John & Frankie
Hobart

John Howard, Sr. by Arnold Walker

Hon. & Mrs. James B. Hunt, Jr. by Jeanette
Hyde

Claire Johnson Hurry by Nancy Revelle
Johnson

Rebecca Inglefield by Frances Syptak

David L Johnson by David & Marcia
Johnson

Leah Karpen by L Jane Wilson

Ruben & August Keane by Miriam
Thompson

Shoneca Kent & Twin County Democracy
by Melanie Goff Bradley

Jean LaPlaca by Nancy LaPlaca

League of Women Voters by Beth
McKee-Huger

Rufus & Linda Lindsey by Rodney Lindsey

Anthony Maglione by Rose MacDonald

Mardie McCreary by Sharon Thompson

Kim McGuire by Greg & Susanne Walker
Wilson

Julie Mooney by Judy Watson

NAACP Fayetteville Branch #5392 by
Matthew Davis

Ralph Nader by Elizabeth Axtell

Gray Newman by Ann Newman

Diane Robertson by Mary Lang Sollinger

Rocky Mount Democracy Summer Team by
anonymous, Clarence Huggins

Cecil Rouson by Katherine Rouson

Elsie Scott by Earl & Helen Scott

Nancy Shakir by Judy Williams

Adam Sotak by Anne Dobson, Vickie Shea

Linda Sutton by Constance Bradley, Daisy
Chambers, Mary Dickinson, Anna Fesmire

Joe Wall by Betty Gunz

Marietta Wright by Nate Wright
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Democracy North Carolina
1821 Green Street

Durham, NC 27705-4114
(919) 286-6000

CURRENT FULL-TIME STAFF

Darlene Azarmi, Western NC Organizer
Marcus Bass, Campaign Director

Leigh Bradley, Office Manager

Becky Carver, Director of Development
Cheryl Ellis, Special Campaigns Coordinator
Jennifer Frye, Associate Director

Jake Gellar-Goad, Volunteer & Admin Coordinator
Isela Gutiérrez, Associate Research Director
Bob Hall, Executive Director

Quinton Harper, Field Director

Mel Hartsell, Western Piedmont Organizer
Jen Jones, Communications Manager

Nancy Shakir, Southeast NC Organizer
Audrey Shore, Development Assistant

Linda Sutton, Central Piedmont Organizer
Marques Thompson, Northeast NC Organizer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (2016)

Sonya Bennetone, Adam Beyah (Secretary), Janet Colm,

Kevin Foy (Treasurer), Wib Gulley, Kathy Knight,

Kim McGuire (President), Julie Mooney, Ivan Parra, Jarrette Pittman
Diane Robertson, Cathy Roche, Terry Taylor-Allen, Louisa Warren (VP)

Yes, I'll be an Advocate...

for Democracy North Carolina’s research, organizing, training & advocacy.

[ Here's my tax-deductrible donation (payable to Democracy North Carolina).

(1850 [1%100 [1%250 [1S8500 [151,000 []Other$

(1 Please sign me up to receive occasional email Action Alerts for election reform.

[1 Just send me electronic versions of the newsletter to save postage and paper.

Name:

Email:

Address:

City:

Zip:

Credit Card: [1Visa [] Mastercard - this is for a:

Card #

[1 one-time donation
1 monthly, recurring donation

Exp.

Mail to: Democracy NC, 1821 Geen St., Durham, NC 27705
Or contribute online at www.democracy-nc.org

Don'’t delay! We have a challenge to meet.
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Democracy Advocates help
advance voting rights and
electoral reform in NC by
responding to our requests to
takeactionand/orby makinga
financial donation.

As a Democracy Advocate, you
will receive:

« Regular updates and action
alerts (if you list your email
address).

« Notices of research reports.

« Invitations to our workshops
and other events

« A positive feeling, knowing
that your action is improving
democracy, step by step.




